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REMARKS 

In acxordance with the foregoing, claims 25-27 are amended. No new matter is added. 
Claims 16, 17, 21, 22, and 24 are cancelled herewith. Claims 18-20, 23 and 25-27 are pending 
and under consideration. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication that original claims 18-20, 23, 
and 25-27 are allowed. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS 

The outstanding Office Action objects to claim 18 stating in item 5 on Page 3 that 
''applicant failed to put the instance claim in proper format, as it must includes the entire original 
text of the patent ciaim." in the prior Office Action, claim 18, which at that time depended upon 
independent claim 16 or independent claim 17, was indicated as allowable if rewritten in 
independent form. Therefore, in the amendment filed on March 23, 2007, claim 18 was rewritten 
in independent form including all the limitations of independent claim 16. In these circumstances 
it is unclear what is the current objection referring to. 

Applicants' representative tried repeatedly to contact Examiner Nguyen to clarify the 
substance of the objection directed to claim 18. However, the Examiner's phone number listed 
in the Office AcHon, 570-270-1251, appears to be disconnected. Applicants' representative left a 
message on the answering machine of Examiner Banfon, who is Examiner's Nguyen supervisor, 
asking for his assistance to establish communication with Examiner Nguyen, In view of the good 
faith effort of the Applicants' representative to communicate with Examiner Nguyen relative to the 
claim 18 objection before filing the current response, Applicants respectfully request to have 
entered and considered a Supplemental Amendment, if necessary, after clarifying the substance 
of the objection with Examiner Nguyen. We believe the objection to claim 1 8 is actually 
incorrect. 

Claim 24, which has been objected to, is cancelled herewith. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §112 

In the Office Action at items 7-9 on page 3, claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S,C. §112, 
second paragraph, relative to the use of the phrase "in vicinity of a value''. Claim 27 is amended 
herewith to overcome the rejection. 
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CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claims 16, 17, 21, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) as allegedly being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0025046 to Blume, Claims 16, 17, 
21 , 22, and 24 are cancelled herewith without prejudice. 

In view of the cancelation of independent claims 22 and 24, claims 25, 26 and 27, which 
depended upon the cancelled independent claims and were indicated as allowable, are rewritten 
in independent form hereNwth, 

CONCLUSION 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any forma! matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 





Luminita A. Todor 
Registration No. 57,639 



1201 New Yori< Avenue, N.W., 7th Floor 

Washington, D,G, 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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